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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ACT — LAW REFORM COMMISSION PROJECT 111 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.05 pm]: I rise to update the house regarding the 
Western Australian Law Reform Commission’s project 111, review of the Equal Opportunity Act 1984. We have come 
a long way since 1984. Our understanding of various important concepts—discrimination, bullying, victimisation, 
sexual harassment, workplace conduct and gender identity—has continued to evolve, influencing our understanding 
of what behaviour is acceptable in workplaces, and the provision of products and services. Despite this, there are 
many aspects of the Equal Opportunity Act that have remained unchanged since its enactment in 1984. Accordingly, 
in early 2019, I referred to the Law Reform Commission a wideranging project examining the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Some of the specific matters that the Law Reform Commission has been requested to consider are: the grounds of 
discrimination, including introducing grounds of gender identity and intersex status; definitions in the act, including 
discrimination, harassment, impairment, victimisation, services and employment; the inclusion of vilification, 
including racial, religious, sexual orientation and impairment; exceptions to grounds of discrimination, including 
those for religious institutions; and interaction with commonwealth laws or proposed laws. I also understand that 
the Law Reform Commission will discuss the appropriate applicability of the legislation to members of Parliament 
and judicial officers. The Law Reform Commission is due to publish its discussion paper by the end of the month. 
It will then take submissions on the matters raised and is scheduled to deliver its final report in February 2022.  

I encourage all members and their constituents to review the discussion paper and consider making a submission. 
Public submissions will help to inform the commission’s work and will be considered by the commission prior to 
it making its recommendations to government. I look forward to presenting the Law Reform Commission’s final 
report to the house next year. 
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